Ridge Top Ranch – Purchased February 1982

· 1983

· 1st pond built

· Gates, signs put up

· Reopened fields

· 3 winter wheat plots planted

· 1st arrow head found

· Built 1st tower stand

· 1984

· 200 autumn olives planted

· Switch grass planted on old place

· Korean  & Serica lespidiza planted

· 200 Shortleaf Pine planted from MO 

· North ridge road opened

· 12 bluegill, 4 green sunfish, and 1 bass put in pond

· Trailer brought in on old place

· Goldfish pond built

· 200lbs of potash & 15 tons of lime on food plots on old place

· 7/29/84 first deer seen from old trailer

· 1985

· Switch grass planted second time on old place

· Power line cut in

· Two access roads completed

· 1st brake in April 

· 1 acre of food plots planted

· Well put in August

· 36 Tandem trucks of rock put on road

· 250 Shortleaf pines planted

· Bought Willys jeep from Jim Lenz

· 1986

· 1 acre cleared for eastern red cedar & pines

· March planted Loblolly, shortleaf & red pines from seed, 1750 cedar trees, & 8 bald cypress

· Built tower stand in top field

· Bought 1977 CJ5 Jeep 

· Built deer pole/swing set

· Surveyed timber

· 1987

· TSI 10 acres

· Planted 2000 Shortleaf pine

· Planted 4 acres food plots

· Planted 2 pear trees in top field

· 7/19 marked timber for logging

· 7/26 started logging area 3 on old place

· Rebuilt main road

· 1988

· Purchased 117 acres, w/trailer & Barn from Jim Lenz for $30,000.  5/27/88

· Saw 2 bobcats

· 1989

· Road graveled to trailer

· Built Holiday Inn stand

· 1990

· 0-80-140 added to food plots

1991 through 2001 “The missing years”

· 2002

· Built house

· Finished logging old place and valley behind the trailer

· 150th Deer taken from ranch

· Heavy acorn year on select trees

· Very dry, almost no food plots

· Planted 10 acres of  Native Grass, wildflowers and forbs on old place

· 2003

· 44 Deer taken at RTR  (42 to the east & 24 at Joe’s)

· Very dry year

· No acorns

· 3 loads of rock on road

· Bought John Deere 5320 62hp Tractor

· 10 acres of winter rye planted

· Ralphs half logged

· 2004

· Wet year, grass grew all year

· Planted 10 acres of soybeans.  Very little use due to available browse

· Limed all fields with 2+ tons per acre

· Planted 14 acres of winter rye 

· Number medium & small bucks increasing

· Added 2 ponds in woods on west side

· No walnuts 

· Acorns everywhere including White Oak

· First Armadillo sighted on the Ranch – February
· 2005

· Cleared road in valley to Dead Deer field.

· Seeded 220lbs medium red clover

· Fertilized with 6-110-25 300lbs per acre
· Planted Jims Field in native grass & wildflowers

· Burned north side of road on old place

· Stained House

· Stocked 20 Channel Cat & 10 Grass Carp

· Started spraying Autumn Olive, Multiflora Rose

· 7 Bald Eagles on pond below house
· 2006

· Cemetery cleaned out & Cross’ placed on graves
· Cleared Ralphs north road

· TSI 6 acres

· Built new shooting house in Jim’s field
· Moved Dad’s stand to west road

· Ralph built shooting house on north line

· Great stand of red clover

· 29 sheds found on ranch

· Planted 5 apple trees

· Planted 15 American Chestnuts

· Planted 250 White pines, red mulberry, wild plums

· Lots of acorns – third year in a row

· Drought – all trees planted this year died, clover died out

· 2007

· Leased School House Property – 129 acres  25 years to the month after first purchasing the original farm

· Cold winter – lots of ice and snow

· 67 does & fawns & 23 antlered bucks seen from house in January

· Put 11 loads of rock on the roads

· Put 39/100/100 fertilizer on food plots
· Week of 4/8 killing freeze 4days in a row – leaves died, woods still brown on 4/27

· Bought John Deere riding mower

· Put up gate and opened access roads on School house property

· Put 400 pounds per acre lime and 30/75/25 on food plots in August

· Poor oak acorn crop – no white oaks
· Marked timber for sale west side of Jims field to west line  1152 trees, 155,502 board feet.  Marked 1/3 of marketable white oak and half of red oak.  All black oak 12” or larger (International scale)
· Huge Ice storm!  Lost power for 6 days. Extensive tree damage. 50% of pines damaged.

· Most bucks dropped antlers in late December.  

· 14 sheds found

· 2008

· Opened roads and cut down creek crossings

· Put 300lbs of quick lime per acre

· Planted 100 White pines, 100 Loblolly pines, 25 hazel nuts, 50 shrub lespidiza as covey HQ

· Planted 10 acres of soybeans
· Very wet spring and summer through mid July

· Spent a lot of time working on main roads to keep water draining

· Purchased Ranger Crew on July for work around farm

· Planted 6 acres of winter wheat

· Huge white oak acorn crop – very few deer seen in fields

· School house burnt down (vandals)

· 2009

· Planted 6 acres of medium red clover over wheat

· Added black oak brush to pond for fish habitat

· TSI by power cut 12 acres
· Serviced Ranger

· Contracted with MT timber Co. – Tom Hatmaker to cut 153m board ft  West of Jim’s field 2/2009

· Purchased Truax drill for $8600.  196 acres on meter.

· Burned warm season grass in Jims Field 3/13

· Mowed warn season grass s side of road on old place 3/8

· Finished basement
· Worked on logging roads post Hatmaker cutting

· Planted 4 acres of wheat 

· Restained porch

· Serviced tractor

· Very wet & cool year – good for clover

· Wet deer season, lots of rain for 4 days

· Snow and single digit temperatures in last few weeks of Dec.

· 2010

· Low of -1 in Jaunary, snow & below freezing for 1st 12 days

· Ralph Poster passed 1/24 – Ralph had a significant influence on how Ridge Top Ranch was managed.  He taught us much.

· Acquired Ralph & Nell’s 117 acres and all equipment  – RTR total now 384 acres plus 129 leased acres

· Over seeded wheat with Kenland red clover in Feb

· Planted round up ready beans and corn, also milo 

· Milo and soybeans did not make due to weed competition and browsing by deer

· Heavy acorn crop

· Significant winter snow

· 2011

· Snow and cold most of winter

· Work on road

· Mowed sprouts in select areas

· Burned prairie in Jim’s field

· Clover crop outstanding due to cool, wet weather

· Lots of good young bucks seen

· Repaired hay shed

